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   Students will: • Listen and respond to stories, poems and nonfiction. 
• Relate information and events in a reading selection to life experiences and life 
experiences to the text. 
• Ask relevant questions in order to comprehend text. 
• Participate in group discussions. 

3 L 1 
h 
i 

Demonstrate command of the 
conventions of standard English 
grammar and usage when 
writing or speaking 
(H)Use coordinating and 
subordinating conjunctions. 
(I) Produce simple, compound, 
and complex sentences. 

Questions to guide instruction: 
What text samples will help students learn to identify coordinating versus subordinating 
conjunctions?  
What types of writing activities will support development of using simple, compound, and 
complex sentences?  
What additional instructional support can be provided for students who struggle with 
understanding these conventions of standard English grammar? 

 

3 L 2 
c  
e 
f 
g 

Demonstrate command of the 
conventions of standard English 
capitalization, punctuation, and 
spelling when writing. 
(C) Use commas and quotation 
marks in dialogue. (Q2-Q3) 
Use conventional spelling for 
high-frequency and other studied 
words and for adding suffixes to 
base words (e.g., sitting, smiled, 
cries, happiness). (Q1-Q4) 
(F). Use spelling patterns and 
generalizations (e.g., word 
families, position-based 
spellings, syllable patterns, 
ending rules, meaningful word 
parts) in writing words. (Q1-Q4) 
(G) Consult reference materials, 
including beginning dictionaries, 
as needed to check and correct 
spellings. (Q1-Q4) 

Students need regular exposure to appropriate conventions through direct instruction. The 
students should have a variety of opportunities to participate in capitalization, punctuation, 
and spelling activities which increase in complexity through the year. Teachers can 
demonstrate the use of the conventions through modeling, identifying use in literature, and 
providing opportunities for correcting samples. 
Teachers identify conventions and spelling patterns in context as it appear in writing, 
speaking and literature. 
Teachers provide text with convention errors. Students will identify and correct errors. 
Students identify given conventions and spelling patterns in context. 
Source: commoncore.org 
 
Example: Class Discussion/Literary Grade 
3 Unit 6 
As students read the book My Father’s Dragon by Ruth Stiles Gannett and Ruth Chrisman 
Gannett, continue the focus from unit 5 on how each chapter builds on the last to tell the 
story. As students finish each chapter, have them write down a short summary of what 
happened and illustrate it with a drawing. Have the students turn this into a mini-book of  the 
larger book. As students write their summaries in this activity, you could teach a strategy for 
writing succinct summaries such as “Somebody-Wanted-But-So” 

 
 
 
 
 

HUSD Materials, 
Resources, & 
Assessments 

 

http://sharepoint.husd.org/sites/promethean/Shared%20Documents/Forms/normal.aspx?RootFolder=%2fsites%2fpromethean%2fShared%20Documents%2f3rd%20Grade&amp;Folder
http://sharepoint.husd.org/sites/promethean/Shared%20Documents/Forms/normal.aspx?RootFolder=%2fsites%2fpromethean%2fShared%20Documents%2f3rd%20Grade&amp;Folder
http://sharepoint.husd.org/sites/promethean/Shared%20Documents/Forms/normal.aspx?RootFolder=%2fsites%2fpromethean%2fShared%20Documents%2f3rd%20Grade&amp;Folder
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3 L 3 3. Use knowledge of language 
and its conventions 
when writing, speaking, 
reading, or listening. 
(A) Choose words and phrases 
for effect. 
(B). Recognize and observe 
differences between the 
conventions of spoken and 
written standard English (Q3- Q4) 

Example Informational Writing/Informative 
Text Grade 3 Unit 5 
Assign to the students a research project on a planet other than earth. Create a display of many 
books on the planets and have students choose a book with which to start their research. Using 
the key words “where, when, why, and how key events occur,” students should begin by 
creating a list of questions they want to answer through their research. The generating of 
questions could happen as a class if students need modeling of the process. Give students large 
index cards with each question on one side and have them right the answers on the other side. 
When they are finished finding the answers, have them use these cards to write a report on the 
planet. As students revise, they should focus on word choice to make their reports as literary 
and interesting as possible. Students should create one prop to help explain their most 
interesting finding about the planet. 
Source: commoncore.org 
 
Example: Narrative Writing/Literary 
Activity Grade 3 Unit 2 
Chapter 5 of Sarah, Plain and Tall by Patricia MacLachlan contains a narrative about 
“haystacks.”Prepare students to write well-developed narratives and guide a discussion. 
• How many of you wanted to try sliding down a haystack after reading that scene?  • What 
was it in her writing that made you feel like you were there?  • How did you know what the 
characters were feeling? 
• How did the dialogue help you to “be there”? 
• How did she communicate action? Thoughts? Feelings? 
• How did she order the events?   • How did she close the scene? 
Then give the students this prompt: “Imagine that you are in Massachusetts with your family. 
You are on the shores of the Atlantic Ocean and you are allowed to ride down a sand dune. 
Write a story about your experience, showing the actions, your thoughts, and your feelings 
through dialogue and description.” 
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http://sharepoint.husd.org/sites/promethean/Shared%20Documents/Forms/normal.aspx?RootFolder=%2fsites%2fpromethean%2fShared%20Documents%2f3rd%20Grade&amp;Folder
http://sharepoint.husd.org/sites/promethean/Shared%20Documents/Forms/normal.aspx?RootFolder=%2fsites%2fpromethean%2fShared%20Documents%2f3rd%20Grade&amp;Folder
http://sharepoint.husd.org/sites/promethean/Shared%20Documents/Forms/normal.aspx?RootFolder=%2fsites%2fpromethean%2fShared%20Documents%2f3rd%20Grade&amp;Folder
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3 L 4 
a 
d 

Determine or clarify the 
meaning of unknown and 
multiple-meaning word and 
phrases based on grade 3 
reading and content, choosing 
flexibly from a range of 
strategies. 
(A) Use sentence-level context 
as a clue to the meaning of a 
word or phrase. (Q1-Q4) 
(D) Use a known root word as a 
clue to the meaning of an 
unknown word with the same 
root (e.g., company, companion). 
(Q1-Q4) 

Students will segment multi-syllabic words into meaningful parts or build multi-syllabic 
words. 
Students will create a web showing new words formed from a known root. (struct: 
construct, construction, destruction, etc). 
Students will use illustrations or graphics to determine the meaning of unknown word. 
Students will use glossaries or student-friendly dictionaries to look up the word .Students 
will use context, information within a sentence or adjacent sentences, to determine 
meanings of unknown words. 
Connections: 
Source: commoncore.org 
 
Example: 
Language/Writing Grade 3 
Unit 5 
Read several books that use idioms in the story (e.g., the Amelia Bedelia series) or a 
book that uses idioms as the text (e.g., Terban’s work). Then assign the students this 
prompt: “Choose an idiomatic saying. Draw a picture of the literal and figurative 
meaning of the saying. Write a short paragraph to explain to someone like Amelia 
Bedelia why it is important to know what the saying really means.” See here for more 
idioms. (RL.3.4, Source: commoncore.org 
Example: Language 
Grade 3 Unit 4 
Divide students into groups of three or four and give them one of the key words (“people,” 
“Preamble,” or “presidency”). Ask them to write the word on a poster in large bold print. 
Then have them use their semantic maps to create symbols, pictures, and words 
(synonyms) that illustrate the rich meaning of each word. Hang the posters around the 
room to refer to throughout the unit. 
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http://sharepoint.husd.org/sites/promethean/Shared%20Documents/Forms/normal.aspx?RootFolder=%2fsites%2fpromethean%2fShared%20Documents%2f3rd%20Grade&amp;Folder
http://sharepoint.husd.org/sites/promethean/Shared%20Documents/Forms/normal.aspx?RootFolder=%2fsites%2fpromethean%2fShared%20Documents%2f3rd%20Grade&amp;Folder
http://sharepoint.husd.org/sites/promethean/Shared%20Documents/Forms/normal.aspx?RootFolder=%2fsites%2fpromethean%2fShared%20Documents%2f3rd%20Grade&amp;Folder
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3 L 5 
a 
b  
c 

Demonstrate understanding of 
word relationships and nuances 
in word meanings. 
(A) Distinguish the literal and 
non-literal meanings of words 
and phrases in context (e.g., 
take steps). 
(B) Identify real-life 
connections between words 
and their use (e.g., describe 
people who are friendly or 
helpful). (Q1-Q4) 
(C) istinguish shades of meaning 
among related words that 
describe states of mind or 
degrees of certainty (e.g., knew, 
believed, suspected, heard, 
wondered). (Q1-Q4) 

Teacher will list related words (synonyms) on separate cards and have student or groups 
of students place them in a continuum from one intensity to another (e.g., nervous, 
anxious, hesitant). 
Teacher will introduce words with both literal and non-literal meanings, as well as 
familiarize students with idiomatic language. 
Students will use thesaurus to build a journal of commonly used words or phrases to 
select from in their writing. 
Source: commoncore.org 
 
Example: 
Vocabulary/Thesaurus Grade 3 
Unit 5 
Have students look up the word “know” in an online thesaurus. Create a horizontal line on 
the board with “wonder” at one end and “know” at the other. To show shades of 
meaning, discuss the placement of other “state of mind” words (i.e., the synonyms and 
antonyms of “know”) on the scale. Repeat this activity with verbs and /or adjectives (such 
as “warm”) that come up in student reading. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

HUSD Materials, 
Resources, & 
Assessments 

 

http://sharepoint.husd.org/sites/promethean/Shared%20Documents/Forms/normal.aspx?RootFolder=%2fsites%2fpromethean%2fShared%20Documents%2f3rd%20Grade&amp;Folder
http://sharepoint.husd.org/sites/promethean/Shared%20Documents/Forms/normal.aspx?RootFolder=%2fsites%2fpromethean%2fShared%20Documents%2f3rd%20Grade&amp;Folder
http://sharepoint.husd.org/sites/promethean/Shared%20Documents/Forms/normal.aspx?RootFolder=%2fsites%2fpromethean%2fShared%20Documents%2f3rd%20Grade&amp;Folder
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3 L 6 Acquire and use accurately grade-
appropriate conversational, 
general academic, and domain 
specific words and phrases, 
including those that signal spatial 
and temporal relationships (e.g., 
After dinner that night we went 
looking for them).  (Q2-Q4) 

Teachers explicitly teach signal words and phrases (e.g., in conclusion, however, in 
addition), academic words (e.g., identify, illustrate, retrieve) and Strand-specific words 
(e.g., hypothesis, photosynthesis, volcano). 
Students highlight signal, spatial, and temporal words in context. 
Students create individual journal of student-friendly definitions with non-
linguistic representations (illustrations). 
Source: commoncore.org 
 
Example: Narrative Writing/Literary 
Activity Grade 3 Unit 2 
Chapter 5 of Sarah, Plain and Tall by Patricia MacLachlan contains a narrative about 
“haystacks.”Prepare students to write well-developed narratives and guide a discussion 
of the way Patricia MacLachlan wrote the haystack section by asking them the following 
questions about the narrative in the chapter: 
How many of you wanted to try sliding down a haystack after reading that scene? 
What was it in her writing that made you feel like you were there? 
How did you know what the characters were feeling? 
How did the dialogue help you to “be there”? 
How did she communicate action? Thoughts? 
Feelings? How did she order the events? 
How did she close the scene? 
Then give the students this prompt: “Imagine that you are in Massachusetts with your 
family. You are on the shores of the Atlantic Ocean and you are allowed to ride down a 
sand dune. Write a story about your experience, showing the actions, your thoughts, and 
your feelings through dialogue and description.” 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

HUSD Materials, 
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http://sharepoint.husd.org/sites/promethean/Shared%20Documents/Forms/normal.aspx?RootFolder=%2fsites%2fpromethean%2fShared%20Documents%2f3rd%20Grade&amp;Folder
http://sharepoint.husd.org/sites/promethean/Shared%20Documents/Forms/normal.aspx?RootFolder=%2fsites%2fpromethean%2fShared%20Documents%2f3rd%20Grade&amp;Folder
http://sharepoint.husd.org/sites/promethean/Shared%20Documents/Forms/normal.aspx?RootFolder=%2fsites%2fpromethean%2fShared%20Documents%2f3rd%20Grade&amp;Folder

	(C) Use commas and quotation marks in dialogue. (Q2-Q3)
	(A) Distinguish the literal and non-literal meanings of words and phrases in context (e.g., take steps).

